The Japanese Surrender 02 Sep 1945 - 69 Years ago next week and Frank Fatale was there.
Good Evening Brothers and Sisters.

 My fellow Submariners we are proud to present a story from our brother, TM3 (SS) Frank Fatale about his adventures during WWII. Next week 02 Sep 2014 is the 69th anniversary of the formal surrender of Japan an the end of WW II. Frank was a witness to the event.

 I served in the USS Muskallunge (SS-262) and it was at the very last month of the War with Japan that I experienced two life experiences. One was extremely tragic and the other was a privilege and an honor to have witnessed. This is my story:

 On 08 Aug 1945, we were patrolling in the vicinity of the Kurile Islands. It was cold for August and there was a very heavy wet fog. Radar picked up three targets, which we deemed to be sea trucks. Muskallunge went to battle surface rather than waste  torpedoes on smaller vessels. We scurried topside to fire our surface weapons. However, due to the heavy fog, it was difficul to see the targets. Electrician's Mate 3rd class Charles Hamlet Whitman M3 (SS), from Mayfield NY was on the cigarette deck manning a 50 caliber machine gun and he was suddenly hit by small arms fire from one the Japanese vessels. We ceased the attack and brought him below; he may have been dead or he died shortly thereafter. We respectfully buried him at sea late that afternoon. As it turned out and we would have been just as happy to not be a part of history, EM3 (SS) Whitman was the last United States submariner killed in WW2. He was # 3,623 of our shipmates to go on final patrol. We resumed our patrol but saw no other viable opportunities to get into harm’s way.

 On 15 Aug 1945, the Secretary of the Navy informed us that the Japanese had surrendered. Later that morning COMSUBPAC directed all submarines to remain on station but to cease any further attacks.  22 Aug 1945, we were informed that we would be one of a group of submarines going to Tokyo Bay for  the surrender ceremonies. We reached our rendezvous area with eleven other submarines on 30 Aug 1945.  The following morning we headed for our mooring position. Along the way, we passed several hundred Allied ships anchored in the channel and that was a remarkable sight that I will never forget. We tied up alongside the Submarine Tender USS Proteus (AS 19) in a nest of six boats on either side of the tender close to the Japanese submarine base in Yokosuka. Our Submarines were the only small ships on 02 Sep 1945, near the Missouri and we could see the ship while the activities were taking place. (See picture below)
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Photo # NH 90519 Submarines & USS Proteus in Tokyo Bay, 2 Sept. 1945





03 Sep 1945 Muskallunge was ordered to get underway and to proceed to Pearl Harbor.

 A side note: Future actors Tony Curtis whose birth name was Bernard Schwartz and Larry Storch were aboard Proteus and watched much of the formal surrender activities from the tenders signal bridge.
Thanks Frank for your service and for our lost shipmate Charles Whitman’s sacrifice, “Sailor Rest Your Oar” (See picture below)
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Send Frank a quick hello at frankfatale@aol.com
 Do you have a good story Sea or otherwise? Send it to us and we will share it.
 Thanks
 John Bud Cunnally ETC (SS) Ret.
4704 Coppola Drive
Mount Dora, Fl  32757
352-729-4097 Home
352-638-1955 Cell
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